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Mr. HILL of Montana. Mr. Speaker,

it is increasingly obvious that those
who have obstructed the deployment of
a missile defense system have seriously
miscalculated the risks to our Nation.

Hostile, often referred to as rogue,
nations now possess the technology to
threaten our neighborhoods and our
cities and our towns with advanced
weapons and advanced delivery sys-
tems.

Yesterday, we saw a shift. Senate
Democrats, who had previously ob-
structed a missile defense system, have
now finally seen the light and have
come to their senses recognizing that
risk. I welcome their belated support, I
only pray that it is not too late.

Our first and foremost duty to our
constituents is a strong national de-
fense. Let us hope that those in this
House who have obstructed a national
defense system will join their Senate
colleagues and come to their senses
too, recognizing that we must fulfill
our constitutional duty to defend the
Nation.

f

SUNDRY MESSAGES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Sundry messages in writing from the
President of the United States were
communicated to the House by Mr.
Sherman Williams, one of his secre-
taries.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING
AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR
BUDGET RESOLUTION FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2000

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, the
Committee on Rules is planning to
meet the week of March 22 to grant a
rule which will limit the amendment
process for floor consideration of the
budget resolution for fiscal year 2000.
The Committee on the Budget ordered
the budget resolution reported last
night and is expected to file its com-
mittee report sometime over the next
few days.

Any Member wishing to offer an
amendment should submit 55 copies
and a brief explanation of the amend-
ment to the Committee on Rules in
room H–312 of the Capitol by 4 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 23.

As it has done in recent years, the
Committee on Rules strongly suggests
that Members wishing to offer amend-
ments offer complete substitute
amendments.

Members should also use the Office of
Legislative Counsel and the Congres-
sional Budget Office to ensure that
their amendments are properly drafted
and scored, and should check with the
Office of the Parliamentarian to be cer-
tain their amendments comply with
the rules of the House.
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DECLARATION OF POLICY OF THE
UNITED STATES CONCERNING
NATIONAL MISSILE DEFENSE
DEPLOYMENT

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 120 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 120
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this

resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 4) to declare it to be
the policy of the United States to deploy a
national missile defense. The bill shall be
considered as read for amendment. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) two hours of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Armed Services; and (2)
one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. Upon receipt of a message from the
Senate transmitting H.R. 4 with Senate
amendments thereto, it shall be in order to
consider in the House a motion offered by
the chairman of the Committee on Armed
Services or his designee that the House dis-
agree to the Senate amendments and request
or agree to a conference with the Senate
thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HANSEN). The gentleman from New
York (Mr. REYNOLDS) is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MOAKLEY) pending which I yield myself
such time as I may consume. During
consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

Yesterday, the Committee on Rules
met and granted a closed rule for H.R.
4, the National Missile Defense bill.
The rule provides for 2 hours of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and the ranking minority
member of the Committee on Armed
Services.

The rule provides for one motion to
recommit with or without instructions.

Finally, the rule provides that it will
be in order, upon receipt of a message
from the Senate transmitting H.R. 4,
with Senate amendments, to consider
in the House a motion offered by the
chairman of the Committee on Armed
Services or his designee that the House
disagree to the Senate amendments
and request or agree to a conference
with the Senate.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4 is a simple, one-
sentence bill declaring that it is the
policy of the United States to deploy a
national missile defense. During re-
marks at the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point in my home State of New
York, President Ronald Reagan said
that ‘‘a truly successful army is one
that, because of its strength and abil-
ity and dedication, will not be called
upon to fight, for no one will dare pro-
voke it.’’

Indeed, President Reagan’s policy of
peace through strength was the begin-
ning of the end of the Cold War and es-
tablished the United States as the
world’s only remaining superpower.

But the end of the Cold War did not
bring about the end of a lasting threat
to our Nation’s security and our peo-
ple’s safety, which is why I rise today
in support of the rule and the under-
lying bill, H.R. 4, which will establish a
national missile defense system.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, ‘‘eternal
vigilance,’’ wrote Jefferson, ‘‘is the
price of liberty.’’ Yet our current na-
tional missile defense has neither the
ability nor the technology to ensure
that either our safety or our liberty is
held in the United States.

Even as we sit at the dawn of the
next century, the United States could
not defend itself against even a single
incoming ballistic missile.

Mr. Speaker, that fact bears repeat-
ing. Our current national defense could
not shoot down even one incoming
ballistic missile let alone the thou-
sands that stand ready to point toward
our Nation’s borders.

According to the Rumsfeld Commis-
sion, the threat to America and her
people from a ballistic missile attack
is not only very real but even greater
than once expected. Besides thousands
of nuclear warheads on ballistic mis-
siles maintained by Russia, China has
more than a dozen long-range ballistic
missiles targeted at the United States,
and countries like North Korea and
Iran are developing ballistic missile
technology and capability much more
rapidly than once believed.

Another astonishing fact is that the
overwhelming majority of the Amer-
ican people, some 73 percent, is un-
aware of the threat to their country,
their homes, and their families. They
believe we already have the technology
to knock down and defeat a ballistic
missile attack. We do not.

The American people are entitled to
know the truth, just as they are enti-
tled to us doing something about it to
ensure their safety and their lives.
They are also entitled to know the
facts about the cost of a national mis-
sile defense. And the facts are that the
current national missile defense plans
account for one-half of 1 percent of an-
ticipated defense spending from fiscal
year 2000 through 2005 and less than 2
percent of the Department of Defense’s
entire modernization budget during
these years.

The threat of a ballistic missile at-
tack is real, as real as our resolve must
be to protect all Americans by deploy-
ing a national missile defense.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, Presi-
dent Reagan taught us that we could be
victorious against the Cold War threat
of nuclear annihilation by adopting a
policy of peace through strength. Now
we must be victorious against the
threat of a ballistic missile attack by
adopting a policy of peace through se-
curity, the security that a national
missile defense will provide our coun-
try and our citizens.
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